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North Carolina Board of Transportation
Environmental Planning and Policy Committee

Meeting Minutes for November 5, 2003

A meeting of the Environmental Planning and Policy Committee (EPPC) was held on
Wednesday, November 5, 2003 at 8:30 a.m. in the Board Room (Room 150) of the
Transportation Building located at 1 South Wilmington Street in Raleigh.  Nina
Szlosberg chaired the meeting. Board of Transportation members that attended were:

Conrad Burrell Cameron McRae
Lanny Wilson Tom Betts
Andy M. Perkins Marion Cowell
Frank Johnson Nancy Dunn
Nina Szlosberg

1. Call to Order, Introductions, and Approval of Meeting Minutes

Before proceeding with the planned agenda, Ms. Szlosberg reiterated the Governor’s
commitment to improve air quality in North Carolina. There are three cities within North
Carolina that received failing grades from the American Lung Association.  Additionally,
we have unprecedented levels of ozone in our major metropolitan areas.  While the air
quality issue, in general, is considered an urban problem, we know that air does not
recognize city and county boundaries.   As we analyze the new standards on air quality,
we are learning that one-third of North Carolina will not meet the minimum standards for
air quality.

Governor Easley has been recognized across the country as leading the air quality
initiative with the signing of the Clean Smokestacks Bill, one of the most comprehensive
air quality initiatives in the United States.  This endeavor will help North Carolina solve
about one-half of the problem; therefore, the Governor has said that we now must turn
our attention to the second half, which is mobile-source air pollution.  The Clean
Smokestacks Bill addresses our smokestacks; now we must look at emissions from
tailpipes, ways to reduce the number of vehicle miles traveled, and other factors that
contribute to deteriorating air quality.  One of the important initiatives in North Carolina,
which is recognized by the Federal Highway Administration as a leader in the country, is
the North Carolina Air Quality Roundtable.  North Carolina Department of
Transportation (NCDOT), the North Carolina Department of Environment and Natural
Resources (DENR), and the Center for Transportation and the Environment (CTE)
sponsor this Roundtable.  A very broad-based group of partners participate on the Air
Quality Roundtable including the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA),
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), industry representatives, and environmental
community representatives.

Ms. Szlosberg reviewed the meeting’s agenda and accepted a motion to approve the
minutes of the last meeting as presented.
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2. NC Air Quality Roundtable

Ms. Szlosberg introduced Ms. Katie McDermott from CTE who has been instrumental in
facilitating the work of the Air Quality Roundtable.  Ms. McDermott’s objective was to
provide an update on the Roundtable’s work.

Ms. McDermott provided a brief overview of the Roundtable’s history and purpose.  The
group initially convened in May 2001 at the request of DOT and DENR to help the
agencies discuss the implications of EPA’s new standards for ozone and particulate
matter and how they could collaborate to achieve transportation conformity.
Representatives from over thirteen stakeholder organizations came together at that time,
and over the last two years this group has worked to develop work plans for three specific
target audiences: 1) community decision makers, 2) community influencers, and 3)
media.

During the last twelve months, the group has been inactive while they wait for EPA’s
preliminary boundaries for the newly designated non-attainment areas.  Since the
preliminary boundaries have been set and there is a timetable in place, it makes sense for
the group to reconvene to discuss how to address these issues.  The next meeting will be
Thursday, November 13, 2003 at the Engineering Graduate Research Center at NC State
University Centennial Campus.

When DOT and DENR learned of EPA’s preliminary boundaries with non-attainment
designation areas, they met with CTE and determined that because the implementation
timetable was so short, the most appropriate approach was to assemble a narrowly
defined group of people to resolve the issues.  The group will deal primarily with one
specific target audience—the community decision makers.  It is this group, particularly in
the newly designated non-attainment areas, that probably has little to no experience with
air quality and transportation conformity issues.  They have twelve months, from April
2004 (when the designations are made) to April 2005 (when the conformity
determinations will be made for ozone), to demonstrate conformity.  Therefore, it is
important that we assemble a group on November 13, 2003 that can very quickly
communicate the principal messages the key decision-makers need to know throughout
the state.

This group of key decision-makers is referred to as the Gold Circle not because they are
more important than others in the Roundtable, but because it is projected that they can
quickly communicate with the decision makers in the timeframe allocated, specifically
for ozone conformity.  Next week representatives from DOT, DENR, FHWA, EPA, the
Association of County Commissioners, MPO’s, RPO’s, and League of Municipalities
will convene.  We are hopeful that they will become subject experts on the issue of air
quality and transportation conformity so that they can communicate information clearly
and quickly, and work in close cooperation with DOT and DENR to accomplish their
goals.
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The two key agenda items for the November 13 meeting are:
1. To update the Gold Circle members on the new designation areas and to

communicate DENR’s expectations of their roles and responsibilities, and for various
agencies and organizations throughout the state to achieve conformity; and

2. To design a communications plan whose purpose will be:
a) to help local governments and their decision makers to understand the

implications of the new standards, what it means to be designated a non-
attainment area, and why inaction is not an option in this case; and

b) to help the local governments prepare to achieve conformity, whether through
active participation in a formal process or through other initiatives.

The results of the November 13, 2003 meeting will be documented and posted on the Air
Quality Roundtable website, as are other meeting results.

The Air Quality Roundtable is but one activity within a broader CTE program that’s
called the Environmental Roundtable Series.  The purpose of this program is to facilitate
constructive dialogue about critical environmental topics and transportation that requires
interagency coordination.  Air quality is the prominent topic of address at this time under
the Environmental Roundtable Series.

North Carolina’s efforts have received much recognition.  The Roundtable effort was the
recipient of the 2002 Innovation Award by the National Association of Development
Organizations.  It was nominated for a Federal Highway Administration Environmental
Excellence Award in 2003, and in the summer issue of the Transportation Research
News, the Roundtable was featured as one of the more innovative programs in the
country.  In fact, a representative from Harvard’s Kennedy School of Government will
attend the November 13 session to observe the Roundtable proceedings and is
considering promoting North Carolina’s efforts as a possible model for other states to
follow.

Ms. Nancy Dunn inquired about Roundtable membership and suggested including
participation by a Division representative.  Ms. McDermott responded that one of the
expected outcomes of the November 13 meeting is to identify obvious membership
omissions and initiate appropriate action to include those people.  Mr. Burwell suggested
including a participant from the Smokey Mountain National Forest, and Mr. McRae
suggested participation from the State of Tennessee.

Future questions or comments on the Air Quality Roundtable should be directed to Ms.
Janet D’Ignazio, the Senior Fellow at CTE, who is responsible for coordinating the
Roundtable’s efforts.
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3. Working Group Report on Alternative Fuels

Ms. Szlosberg introduced Mr. David Hyder, team leader for the Alternative Fuels
Working Group, who was asked to provide an update on DOT’s effort to evaluate the
Department’s alternative fuels program.

Mr. Hyder’s presentation focused on the engines and fuels that are being tested, the
research being conducted, and the partnerships and programs in which the Department is
involved that may have promise.

Some of the major points are as follows:
• NCDOT is currently specifying 2004 diesel engine standards.
• Ultra Low Sulfur Diesel is a fuel that NCDOT is trying on a pilot basis.  The states in

the southeast US could consider an early buy-in, which means that the cost could be
lowered as a result of higher demand.  The fuel costs between 10 and 40 cents higher
than traditional fuel.

• NCDOT has looked into diesel emulsions, which are not recommended at this time.
Diesel Emulsions create operational problems as well as fuel economy problems.

• NCDOT is currently investigation the use of fuel born catalysts.
• An operational evaluation of B20 versus conventional diesel fuel is underway.
• NCDOT has requests for additional research in the areas of fuel cell operation, real

worlf heavy equipment duty cycles, and determining the causes of NOx increases in
biodiesel fuel

• Partnerships have been established with the Association of General Contractors to
establish a Green Contractor Diesel Retrofit Program, as well as with Advanced
Energy to look into Hybrid School Buses.

For more information on the Alternative Fuels Working Group, contact Mr. Hyder at
(919) 715-1624.

4. Visioning for a “Green Contractor” Program

Ms. Szlosberg led an interactive discussion of the “Green Contractor” program in order to
identify the goals of the program and determine what the program would look like.  This
information will be provided to a working group for further development.  The following
lists are the result of this discussion.

Goals of “Green Contractor” Program
§ Reduce emissions by providing incentives for contractors to use environmentally

sensitive products and equipment
§ Review conformity plans to evaluate role of contracting community
§ Encourage contracting community to evaluate their practices for continued greening
§ Evaluation of sedimentation and erosion control, recycling, and permitting
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Possible Participants /Stakeholders
§ Division Offices
§ DENR (Sedimentation and Erosion Control)
§ Association of General Contractors and other contractors
§ Fuel Industry
§ Environmental Community representatives
§ Bio-tech school rep
§ FHWA
§ EPA
§ Material Suppliers
§ Business groups/Commerce representatives (NCCBI or Department of Commerce)

Incentives /Strategies
§ Financial incentives
§ Priority list
§ Promotional/high visibility/incentives for “green” designation

5. Comments and Wrap-Up

Ms. Hunkins, Director of the Office of Environmental Quality, provided a copy of the
homepage for the Environmental Stewardship and Streamlining website.  She explained
that the website is not directly affiliated with any particular unit, but serves as a central
repository for streamlining and stewardship information, initiatives, and accomplishments
for the entire Department.  Ms. Hunkins asked all attendees to review the site and provide
feedback so that the Office of Environmental Quality can continue to improve the service
the website provides.  Ms. Hunkins recognized Ehren Meister for his contributions to the
quality and success of website.

Ms. Szlosberg thanked those who attended and accepted a motion to adjourn.  The
meeting adjourned at 9:25 a.m.

NS/om


